
 

April 9, 2026 
 
The Honorable Markwayne Mullin 
Secretary 
Department of Homeland Security 
245 Murray Lane, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20528 
 
Mr. Todd Lyons 
Acting Director 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
500 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20536 
 
 
Dear Secretary Mullin and Acting Director Lyons: 
 
We write with concern regarding an investigation the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
recently announced into the 2020 presidential election results in Arizona.1 The election was the 
subject of multiple failed lawsuits and investigations and audits that revealed no evidence of 
fraud.2 Deploying agents, who should be focused on targeting criminals, to investigate debunked 
claims of election fraud makes Americans less safe and raises serious questions about the 
legitimacy of the investigation. Accordingly, we request you end the probe immediately and 
release all documents, communications, and information relating to the Department’s 
motivations for initiating this improper investigation. 
 
In February, then-Secretary Kristi Noem held an event purportedly focused on election security 
at a DHS Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) office in Scottsdale, Arizona.3 Shortly 
thereafter, HSI announced a probe into the 2020 election in the state4—an effort seemingly 
connected to President Trump’s baseless and repeatedly debunked claims that the 2020 
presidential election was stolen. This investigation is a naked abuse of authority and misuse of 
federal resources for political purposes. As an investigative branch, HSI is tasked with 
investigating crimes like drug trafficking, human smuggling, and child exploitation.5 
Investigating unfounded claims of voter fraud is not part of the agency’s mission and wastes 

 
1 Clarissa Gonzalez, Luke Barr, et al., “Trump administration opens investigation into Arizona’s 2020 election 
results,” ABC News, Mar. 11, 2026, https://abcnews.com/Politics/trump-administration-opens-investigation-
arizonas-2020-election-results/story?id=130955159. 
2 Maricopa County Elections Department, Correcting The Record: Maricopa County’s In-Depth Analysis of the 
Senate Inquiry, Jan. 2022, https://elections.maricopa.gov/asset/jcr:a9e03750-0a8f-4162-859f-
1d46ac54b485/Correcting%20The%20Record%20-%20January%202022%20Report.pdf. 
3 “Homeland Security Secretary Noem Holds news Conference on Election Security,” C-SPAN video, Feb. 13, 2026, 
https://www.c-span.org/program/news-conference/homeland-security-secretary-noem-holds-news-conference-on-
election-security/673458. 
4 Gonzalez, Barr, et al., “Trump administration opens investigation into Arizona’s 2020 election results.”  
5 U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Homeland Security Investigations: Who We Are, 
https://www.ice.gov/hsi/who-we-are#mission. 



  

valuable skills that should be used to keep Americans safe.6 Additionally, the agency has 
presented no reasonable justification for initiating an investigation into the 2020 election results 
in Arizona, which have been reaffirmed numerous times by bipartisan and nonpartisan entities. 
Such efforts include a Republican-led audit, multiple manual election audits required by Arizona 
state law, and 14 court cases.7 Even President Trump’s DHS in 2020 confirmed that the election 
was “the most secure in American history.”8  
 
While the Trump administration insists it is concerned with election integrity—a goal we also 
share—it has taken several actions that contradict this claim. For example, DHS has drastically 
weakened the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA), the agency tasked with 
protecting election infrastructure from foreign cyberattacks. These actions include major staffing 
reductions9 and a move to defund the multi-state and elections infrastructure Information Sharing 
and Analysis Centers (MS-ISAC and EI-ISAC)—critical resources that help states with cyber 
threat monitoring and mitigation.10 In addition, reports indicate that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) has or plans to cut its Cyber Division staff in half.11 In an environment of 
escalating cyber risk, these actions are not merely shortsighted, they jeopardize election security 
and leave states abandoned when they most need support. 
 
It is clear that this sham investigation is just another attempt to attack, harass, intimidate, and 
coerce election officials in Arizona, to suppress the right to vote of Arizonans, and to call into 
question the integrity of Arizona’s electoral system, which has consistently proven to be secure.12 
Given these significant concerns, we request that you provide the following documents and 
information, as well as a briefing to our staff, by April 23, 2026. 
 

1. All documents and communications related to the HSI investigation into the 2020 
Arizona election results, including: 

a. the number of personnel assigned, duration, and mission objective and details;  

 
6 Id. 
7 Maricopa County Elections Department, Correcting The Record: Maricopa County’s In-Depth Analysis of the 
Senate Inquiry. 
8 Sarah al-Arshani, “The Department of Homeland Security breaks from Trump and his baseless claims of election 
fraud, calling this year’s presidential race ‘the most secure in American history,’” Business Insider, Nov. 12, 2020, 
https://www.businessinsider.com/dhs-breaks-from-trump-2020-election-most-secure-in-history-2020-
11?international=true&r=US&IR=T. 
9 Eric Geller, “Acting CISA chief defends workforce cuts, declares agency ‘back on mission,’” Cybersecurity Dive, 
Jan. 21, 2026, https://www.cybersecuritydive.com/news/cisa-acting-director-house-hearing/810175/. 
10 Colin Wood, “CISA confirms it’s ending MS-ISAC support,” Statescoop, Sept. 29, 2025, 
https://statescoop.com/cisa-confirms-its-ending-ms-isac-support/. 
11 Tim Starks, “Senators, FBI Director Patel clash over cyber division personnel, arrests,” CyberScoop, Sept. 16, 
2025, https://cyberscoop.com/senators-fbi-director-patel-clash-over-cyber-division-personnel-arrests/. 
12 Fredreka Schouten, “Trump administration demands state voter data, including partial Social Security numbers,” 
CNN, Sept. 1, 2025,  https://www.cnn.com/2025/09/01/politics/trump-voter-demands-social-security; Jonathan 
Shorman, “Trump’s DOJ wants states to turn over voter lists, election info,” Stateline, July 16, 2025, 
https://stateline.org/2025/07/16/trumps-doj-wants-states-to-turn-over-voter-lists-election-info/; Isaac Arnsdorf, Perry 
Stein, et al., “FBI obtains voting data from Arizona GOP's 2020 review that confirmed Trump's loss,” The 
Washington Post, Mar. 9, 2026, https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2026/03/09/trump-arizona-
election-subpoena/; Jerod MacDonald-Evoy, “DOJ subpoena reveals federal investigators sought virtually all 
records from Arizona’s 2020 audit,” Arizona Mirror,  Mar. 20, 2026, https://azmirror.com/briefs/doj-subpoena-
reveals-federal-investigators-sought-virtually-all-records-from-arizonas-2020-audit/.  



  

 
b. the number of personnel diverted to the investigation, including numbers of 

personnel assigned from partner agencies and assignment duration; 
 

2. A list of all other investigations the personnel assigned to the election investigation were 
managing, including those related to child exploitation, cyber intrusions, human 
trafficking, drug smuggling, domestic extremism, terrorism financing, and violent crime; 

 
3. Any threat, risk, or operational assessments conducted on the decision to initiate this 

investigation, including an impact assessment on how this investigation would impact the 
agency’s other ongoing investigative work. If there are no such assessments, please 
explain what information was used to make the decision to launch the investigation; 

 
4. A detailed justification for this investigation, including all information the agency took 

into account in reaching its decision to launch the investigation; 
 

5. An analysis of the estimated costs associated with and the resources that have already 
been allocated to the investigation; and 

 
6. Any internal objections raised by agency leadership or career personnel regarding the 

investigation, and how these objections were addressed.  
 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

   
   
  
  
_____________________________                  _____________________________   
Ruben Gallego         Mark Kelly  
United States Senator           United States Senator  
 


