
May 29, 2025

The Honorable Pete Hegseth
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Hegseth,

We write to you today with a shared commitment to ensure that America properly honors our
heroes who have displayed extraordinary courage in service to our military and the defense of
our great Nation. Consistent with this charge, we respectfully request your leadership and timely
action  in  awarding the  Medal  of  Honor to  U.S.  Navy Captain  E.  Royce  Williams  (Ret.)  in
recognition of his exceptional heroism and acts of valor during the Korean War on November 18,
1952. The Royce Williams story – which was kept classified for decades – is one for the ages
and is only now being told.

Captain  Williams’s  feats  of  aerial  combat  valor  against  determined  Soviet  aggressors
demonstrated unparalleled bravery in the skies above the Sea of Japan on that fateful November
day in 1952. Flying a combat patrol in support of the USS Oriskany, then-Lieutenant Williams
ultimately found himself alone, outnumbered, outgunned, and piloting an inferior F9F-5 Panther
against seven of the top fighter jets of the time, the MiG-15. He engaged in a 35-minute dogfight
– the longest in U.S. history – and singlehandedly shot down at least four of the MiGs. The other
MIGs turned back and ended their attack against the U.S. Fleet, with only one making it back to
its base in Vladivostok.

Royce’s own plane took 263 direct hits, including multiple 37-millimeter cannon rounds that
missed the cockpit by inches and crippled his hydraulics, flaps, and rudder controls.

Given the Cold War tensions, Royce’s intrepid actions were of such sensitive nature that he was
sworn to secrecy, his actions immediately classified and withheld from the official records, his
aircraft’s gun camera footage was confiscated, and the complete story remained uncompiled and
untold  for  more  than  70 years.  This  prevented  a  proper  recognition  of  his  heroism and the
preservation of his story.

Key Supporting Evidence

1. Recently Declassified National Security Agency Documents (2016):
o These records confirm that the Soviet pilots were ordered “to give battle” and “to

increase speed and carry out assignment,” demonstrating the hostile intent of the
enemy  forces.  They  also  further  reveal  that  the  MiG-15s  originated  from



Vladivostok,  Russia,  underscoring  the  unprecedented  nature  of  this  Cold  War
engagement.

2. 1952 U.S. Navy Intelligence Addendum:
o This  document  describes  the  chaotic  and  rushed  debriefing  process  of  pilots

returning from combat. Captain Williams has stated that this disorganized debrief
led  to  misinformation  in  the  official  records,  omitting  crucial  details  of  his
engagement.

3. Contemporary and Sourced Historical Accounts:
o The Sea War in Korea (1957), by Commanders Malcolm W. Cagle and Frank A.

Mason, quotes Vice Admiral J. "Jocko" Clark, then-Commander of Task Force
77, stating that the Soviet MiG-15s were “headed straight for the fleet, and only
35 to 40 miles away when initial contact was made. I can only surmise that they
had orders to attack.”

o Captain  Williams,  along  with  fellow  pilots  Rowlands  and  Middleton,  was
personally  invited  to  meet  President-elect  Dwight  Eisenhower  in  Seoul  on
December 3, 1952, to debrief senior military and government leadership.

During the more than half a century that Royce’s historic engagement was kept secret, several
eyewitnesses passed away, leaving critical gaps in the official record. Despite such obstacles, a
2023 upgrade of his Silver Star to the Navy Cross served as an official acknowledgment of the
facts of what many already knew – that Royce engaged one-on-seven in the longest dogfight in
U.S. history, that he shot down multiple Soviets with an inferior aircraft, and that he saved his
ship and the lives of his fellow sailors that day.

Given Royce’s advanced age – now 100 years old – time is of the essence to ensure the President
has the opportunity to review his case and award him the medal. The House Armed Services
Committee  has  consistently  recognized  the  validity,  eligibility,  and  urgency  of  this  case  by
including a provision in the FY24 and FY25 National Defense Authorization Act to waive the
time limitations on considering his Medal of Honor nomination. Unfortunately, this amendment
has never been included in the Senate version of the bill.

Therefore, we respectfully urge you to provide a formal endorsement from the Department of
Defense to the Senate Armed Services Committee in support of awarding the Medal of Honor to
Captain Williams. This endorsement would signal to Congress the need to accelerate the passage
of Congressman Issa’s bill, H.R. 1819, to waive the five-year time limitation on the awarding of
the medal, allowing the Commander-in-Chief to do right by history and a 100-year-old veteran –
the Classified Combatant of America’s Forgotten War.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.



Sincerely,

Darrell Issa
Member of Congress

Dan Sullivan
United States Senator

Cory Mills
Member of Congress

Mark Kelly
United States Senator

Ken Calvert
Member of Congress
Chairman, Subcommittee on 
Defense

Alex Padilla
United States Senator

Michael R. Turner
Member of Congress

Ted Cruz
United States Senator

Doug LaMalfa
Member of Congress

Jerry Moran
United States Senator

Rich McCormick, MD, MBA
Member of Congress

Stephanie Bice
Member of Congress



C. Scott Franklin
Member of Congress

Clay Higgins
Member of Congress

David G. Valadao
Member of Congress

Abraham J. Hamadeh
Member of Congress

August Pfluger
Member of Congress

María Elvira Salazar
Member of Congress

Eric A. "Rick" Crawford
Member of Congress

Pat Fallon
Member of Congress

Don Bacon
Member of Congress

Jay Obernolte
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress



John J. McGuire III
Member of Congress

James C. Moylan
Member of Congress

Mark B. Messmer
Member of Congress

Keith Self
Member of Congress

Scott DesJarlais, M.D.
Member of Congress

Charles J. "Chuck" 
Fleischmann
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress


